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County  Council  of  the  Parts  of  Holland, 

Lincolnshire. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, — 

Herewith  I present  my  seventh  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  County,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1917. 


The  report  is  based  on  very  scanty  material,  only  4 annual 
reports,  those  for  the  Holbeach  and  Long  Sutton  Urban  and  the 
East  Elloe  and  Crowland  Rural  Districts,  having  been  sent  in  from 
the'  eleven  local  sanitary  authorities  in  the  area.  Moreover,  your 
Medical  Officer  gave  up  his  appointment  on  31st  March,  and  Dr. 
M.  A.  Harcourt,  who  held  the  post  of  temporary  County  Medical 
Officer  from  1st  July  until  7th  February  of  the  present  year,  left 
no  notes  as  to  what  she  had  done,  or  what  had  transpired  during 
that  period.  The  information  contained  in  this  report  had,  there- 
fore, to  be  gathered  from  various  sources  as  completely  as  circum- 
stances would  permit.  It  shows  that  the  County  has  not  suffered 
to  any  great  extent  from  infectious  disease,  and  that  the  general 
health  of  the  population  has  been  good  and  the  death  rate  low. 
No  works  of  sanitary  importance  have  been  carried  out,  nor  was 
there  any  development  of  public  health  schemes  during  the  year. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Dr.  J.  R.  Munro  joined  the 
R.A.M.C.,  his  duties  in  the  Spalding  Urban  District  being  under- 
taken by  Dr.  S.  H.  Perry.  Dr.  W.  A.  Wilson  Smith  also  rejoined. 
Dr.  E.  Sutcliffe  taking  charge,  temporarily,  of  the  Long  Sutton 
Urban  District.  I regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr. 
Barwis,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Spalding  Rural  District.  Mr. 
A.  V.  Seymour  has  been  appointed  in  his  place. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

* 

A.  W.  TUXF01M). 


Sessions  House,  Boston, 
October,  1918. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

AREA  AN  I)  POPULATION.— The  area,  of  the  County  is 
268,992  acres,  of  which  46,247  acres  are  included  in*  the  Urban  and 
222,745  acres  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  total  population,  for  the  calculation  of  birth  rates,  was 
estimated  to  be  85,577  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1917.  The  civil 
population,  for  the  calculation  of  death  rates,  was  estimated  to 
be  76,771  at  the  same  date. 

BIRTH  RATE.  — The  nett  birth  rate  was  17.9  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  17.8  for  England  and  Wales 
during  the  same  period,  and  21.4  for  the  County  area  during  the 
previous  year.  This  is  a considerably  lower  rate  than  any  hitherto 
recorded,  and  is  due  to  conditions,  affecting  the  Country  generally, 
caused  by  the  War.  The  district  rates  ranged  from  19.6  in  the 
Sutton  Bridge  Urban  and  East  Ellon  Rural  Districts  to>  14.3  in 
the  Spalding  Urban  District. 

DEATH  RATE  . — The  nett  death  rate  was  13.5,  as  compared 
with  a rate  of  14.4  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  an  improvement 
on  that  for  the  previous  year  (14.2),  and  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the 
lowest  during  the  past  seven  years.  The  lowest  district  rate  was 
in  the  Crowland  Rural  District  (10.8),  whilst  the  Long  Sutton 
Urban  District  once  more  had  the  highest  rate  (18.5). 

Death  rates  due  to  special  causes  were  as  follows  : — 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  27  per  1,000  of  population. 

Other  Zymotic  Diseases  27  per  1,000  of  population. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  94  per  1,000  of  population. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  29  per  1,000  of  population. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  2.01  per  1,000  of  population. 

Cancer  1.31  per  1,000  of  population. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY.  — 140  infants  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  12  months,  the  mortality  being  at  th©  rate  of  91  per 
1,000  births,  as  against  97  for  England  and  Wales,  and  64  for  the 
County  during  the  previous  year.  This  rebound  to  the  rate  which 
prevailed  in  the  years  before  1916  is  not  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
diarrhoea  mortality,  which  was  at  the  same  rate  (8  per  1,000  births) 
in  children  under  2 years  of  age  as  in  the  previous  year. 


The  highest  rate  (133)  was  in  the  Long  Sutton  Urban  District, 
and  the  lowest  (45)  in  the  Crowland  Rural  District.  There  is  no 
reason  why  the  average  Infant  Mortality  should  not  be  halved,  and 
the  present  rate  in  the  Crowland  district  become  the  average  rate 
for  the  whole  area,.  The  rate  in  the  Spalding  Rural  District  (126) 
was  high  for  a district  in  which  the  average  social  circumstances 
of  the  population  are  better  than  in  many  districts. 


The  Creches,  established  in  all  the  Urban  Districts  except 
Sutton  Bridge,  continued  to  carry  on  work  which,  so  long  as  it  :s 
necessary  for  the  mothers  to  leave  their  homes  in  order  to  under- 
take work  on  the  land,  is  of  the  greatest  value  in  maintaining  the 
health  of  infants  and  young  children. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1917. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  after  enquiry  in  those  districts 
from  which  no  annual  report  was  received,  the  total  number  of 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  received  in  the  County  area  was 
655.  Except  in  the  case  of  Measles,  the  cases  were  distributed 
fairly  evenly  throughout  the  County. 

I 

ENTERIC  FEYEK.-7  cases  were  notified,  and  two  died 
(case-mortality  28.6  per  cent.,  death  rate  .03  per  1.000),  In  a fatal 
case  at  Crowland,  the  infection  could  not  be  traced,  the  patient 
not  having  been  out  of  the  district.  This  was  the  only  case  isolated 
in  hospital. 


DIPHTHERIA.  — There  were  43  cases,  with  7 deaths  (case- 
mortality  16.3  per  cent.,  death  rate  .09).  Two-fifths  of  the  cases 
were  dealt  with  in  hospital. 


SCARLET  PETER,  — 76  cases  were  notified,  of  which  about 
a quarter  were  removed  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths.  This 
disease  has  become  less  prevalent,  year  by  year,  since  1914. 

MEASLES  AND  GERMAN  MEASLES  . — 416  notifications 

were  received,  and  there  were  3 deaths  (case-mortality  .7  per  cent., 
death  rate  .04).  More  than  half  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  East 
Elloe  Rural  District.  Only  6 notifications  were  received  from 
parents  during  this  epidemic,  and,  in  one  case  of  failure  to  notify, 
the  parents  were  cautioned  by  the  District  Council.  7 schools  were 
closed  in  or  adjoining  this  district. 

ERYSIPELAS.— Of  the  16  cases  notified,  one  died  (case- 
mortality  6.2  per  cent.,  death  rate  .01). 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER.  — There  were  2 cases  and  no  deaths. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.-  -6  cases  were  notified. 

POLIOMYELITIS  . — This  is  the  third  successive  year  in 
which  no  notifications  of  this  disease  have  been  reported,  and  only 
one  case  has  been  notified  during  the  six  years  in  which  notifica- 
tion has  been  compulsory.  Judging  by  the  number  of  cases  of 
infantile  paralysis  seen  in  the  schools  of  the  County  Education 
Authority,  apart  from  those  that  may  be  attending  schools  in  the 
Borough  of  Boston,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  many 
medical  practitioners  in  the  area  do  not  realise  their  legal  obliga- 
tions in  this  matter.  Two  noil-notified  cases  died  in  the  Boston 
Urban  and  East  Ellon  Rural  Districts. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER  . .£■  r ( in i ~ tc^i\  cr s ^ e 

notified,  and  one  died. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  — There  were  64  notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  72  deaths,  and  25  notifications  of  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  22  deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  thus  exceeds 
the  number  of  new  cases  notified.  The  total  death  rate  (1.23  per 
1,000)  was  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.— 9 deaths  took  place  (.12  per  1,000). 
2 schools  were  closed. 

INFLUENZA  caused  27  deaths  (.35  per  1,000). 

CHICKEN  POX  necessitated  the  closure  of  4 schools. 

DIARRHOEA.— There  were  21  deaths  (.27  per  1,000),  of 
which  12  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  2 years. 


11 


THE  CONTROL  OF  I INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. — No  changes  have  been  reported 
in  the  accommodation  provided  by  the  fever  hospitals. 

PIl EYENTION  OF  TUBEHCTJLOSIS.  -The  authority 

chiefly  interested  in  this  matter  was,  again,  the  Holland  Insurance 
Committee.  61  patients,  including  33  from  the  previous  year,  re- 
ceived Sanatorium  Benefit.  Of  these,  17  died,  5 left  the  district, 
2 refused  treatment,  4 abandoned  the  benefit  for  various  reasons, 
leaving  33  cases  under  the  Committee's  care  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  19  patients  were  sent  to  sanatoria,  of  whom  one  refused  the 
treatment  offered,  16  completed  their  stay,  and  2 remained  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Shelters  were  used  by  22  patients  during  the 
year. 

MID  WIVES’  ACT,  1902.  — Four  midwives,  3 bonarfide  and 
one  a certificated  nurse,  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during 
the  year.  There  is  m>  information  available  as  to  their  inspection, 
nor  do  any  notifications  appear  to>  have  been  received  from  them 
with  reference  to  any  abnormalities  met  with  in  the  course  of  their 
work. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  is  no  report  of  anything  unusual  in  this  respect. 

In  the  Boston  Urban  District,  the  supply  was  uninterrupted 
during  the  year,  the  reservoirs  at  Miningsby  being  full  to  overflow- 
ing for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  the  storage  being  drawn 
on  only  during  47  clays. 

llAISb'ALL. — 21.59  inches  of  rain  were  recorded  at  Boston, 
being  inches  below  the  average.  Evaporation  was  14.31  inches. 
Rain  was  measured  on  143  days,  the  daily  fall  never  amounting  to 
1 inch.  The  wettest  month  was  August,  the  driest  February. 
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FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS.-In  the  area  of  the 
Administrative  County,  80  samples  were  submitted  by  the  police 
for  analysis.  29  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  of  which  4 were  found 
to  be  adulterated,  5 of  poor  quality,  and  4 of  fair  quality  only:  — 

Adulteration.  Action  Taken.  Result. 

6 % Fat  Deficiency.  Vendor  Summoned.  Case  dismissed. 

9 % Fat  Deficiency.  Vendor  Summoned.  Fined  £2. 

4 % Extraneous  Water.  Vendor  Summoned.  Fined  10s. 

Boric  Acid  present  to 
the  extent  of  30.64 

grains  per  gallon.  Vendor  Summoned.  Fined  £1. 

The  first  of  these  cases  was  dismissed  on  the  ground  that  the 
milk  was  “sold  as  it  came  from  the  cow.”  The  results  of  analysis 
show  a marked  improvement  on  the  condition  of  the  milk  supply 
in  the  previous  year,  due,  possibly,  to  the  heavier  fines  that  have 
been  inflicted  in  those  cases  in  which  the  magistrates  were  con- 
vinced that  the  milk  dealer,  and  not  the  cow,  was  at  fault. 

20  samples  of  Butter  were  examined,  of  which  4 were  of 
inferior  quality.  Of  4 samples  of  Baking  Powder,  two  were  inferior 
and  three  contained  faint  traces  of  Arsenic,  as  did  also'  one  sataiple 
of  “Pudding  Powder.” 
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The  other  samples  analysed,  and  found  to  be  of  genuine  com- 
position, comprised  6 of  lard,  3 each  of  jam  and  crushed  linseed, 
two  each  of  cheese,  arrowroot,  vinegar,  and  mustard,  and  one  each 
of  tinned  beef,  pepper,  coffee,  sugar,  jelly-powder,  and  “Cake 
Royal  flour.” 


In  the  Borough  of  Boston  44  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector.  Of  35  samples  of  milk,  one  was  found  to  be 
adulterated  to  the  extent  of  82.9  per  cent,  extraneous  water  and 
84  per  cent,  fat  deficiency,  the  vendor  being  summoned  and  fined 
£5,  including  costs  ; two  other  samples  showed  a fat  deficiency  of 
12.33  per  cent,  and  7.33  per  cent,  respectively,  no  proceedings  being 
taken  in  either  case ; three  other  samples  were  spoilt  and  could 
not  be  analysed.  9 informal  samples  of  butter  were  taken,  three 
of  which  contained,  respectively,  .15,  .07  and  .23  per  cent,  of  Boric 
Acid.  Under  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  35  samples  of  Milk; 
were  examined  ; no  preservatives  were  detected. 
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HOUSING. 

Improvements  in  housing  appear  to  be,  practically,  suspended 
for  the  present.  In  the  Boston  Urban  District  21  houses  were 
inspected  under  the  Housing  Act ; 15  were  remedied  without  clos- 
ing orders,  and  6 were  voluntarily  demolished. 

In  the  East  Elloe  District,  it  is  not  possible  to  get  cottages 
repaired,  and  dilapidation  is  increasing. 

The  Government  scheme  for  the  settlement  of  disabled  soldiers 
on  the  Crown  colony  in  Holbeach  Marsh  has  made  considerable 
progress.  Forty  pairs  of  houses  are  to  be  erected  on  1,000  acres, 
and  some  of  these  houses  are  already  in  occupation.  These  houses 
do  not  differ  markedly  in  design  from  some  already  erected  by  the 
local  authorities  in  this  County. 


Little  information  is  available  as  to  the  general  sanitary  super 
vision  of  districts,  but  one  gains  the  impression  that  endeavours 
are  being  made  to  maintain,  as  well  as  war  conditions  and  shortage 
of  labour  will  allow,  the  standard  of  sanitation  that  prevailed  in 
the  area  before  the  war. 


